
Backyard Macro Shoot

The world of macro is really just about anything that you can get close to to make an image of. And if you think about 
your own backyard, one of the great things that you’ll find out there is textures, loads and loads of textures that, unless 
you’re looking for them, you may not even realize exist. To find a good texture, you have to get down close. You have to 
get low, close to the ground, close to your subject, and try looking at it from different angles. You may find textures that 
you never knew existed.

How should you start?
The first and most important thing is to explore and shoot freely. Do 
not hesitate to shoot what may seem ordinary. Then, get down and 
dirty. Often you will have to get low to the ground to get the angle 
you want. Don’t be afraid to get your clothes dirty. Then think about 
what options you have in terms of creative influence. When shooting 
Macro your aperture is most likely your strongest tool. 

What Should I shoot?
For this shoot you are not limited. The assignment is called backyard 
macro becasue you can literally shoot anything including what you 
find in your backyard. Otherwise you should look for any object that 
you think has interesting texture. I would try to find something that 
doesn’t move a lot to start for ease of focussing but that isn’t a must.



Tips
1. Get close and keep your camera steady.
2. Shoot when there is a little cloud cover or during the golden hour.
3. Don’t be afraid to experiment! Try things if it doesn’t work try again. 
4. Try many different subject types.
5. Have some fun with this.

What you need
I am looking for you to turn in four sets of four 
pictures to start. I want you to find an object and 
shoot it from one angle, then change your angle and 
shoot it again. From each angle I want you to shoot it 
with a large apeture and a small apeture. 

Schedule
Day 1: New Project
Day 2: Edit
Day 3: Shoot Day
Day 4: Edit
Day 5: Critique
Day 6: New Project


