
Product Photography Digital
A well known and old saying states, “A picture is worth a thousand words.” this is never more true than when trying to 
convert visitors to your web site into paying customers. Clear, crisp and high resolution images for use on your online 
shop increases sales and lends credibility to the products for sale, as well as to the company selling them. Professional 
product photography also brings the advantage of proper lighting and captures the true colors of your products.

What is important about product Photography:
Lighting
Camera angles 
Balance
Clean organized lines no distractions from the product

Avoid dark images: When shooting against a light background cameras tend to underexpose images when capturing 
subjects with white or very light backgrounds. The easiest way to prevent dark, underexposed images is to use exposure 
compensation.

Most digital cameras have fairly easy-to-access exposure compensation controls (labeled as “EV” for Exposure Value). If 
your images are too dark, try adjusting the exposure compensation. A setting of +1 is a good place to start. If you end up 
setting the EV too high, the image will appear “washed out”. Simply go back step or two until the exposure  looks right.

Product Photography Tips
The biggest difference between an amateur’s product snapshot and a professional’s product image are sharpness and 
lighting. A minute spent editing an image will improve it further.  Because these few tips seem so basic, it’s tempting to 
ignore them.  However, if you take the time to follow them, you will see a huge improvement in the quality of your im-
ages.

Lighting: Use soft lighting.  Your camera’s built-in flash will rarely 
give good results for product photography. For soft lighting either 
shoot outside on an overcast day or use a light tent or a soft box.

Determining Soft vs Hard Lighting
You will often read that soft lighting is the best type of lighting for product 
photography, and that is true.  However, unless you have a lot of experience with 
lighting, it can sometimes be difficult to determine if lighting is soft or hard.  
Here’s a simple way to check to see if you have soft or hard lighting.  This method 
works well both  indoors or outdoors and the only equipment it requires is your 
hands.

Hold your left hand out, keep it flat and slightly in front of you.  Now hold a 
finger from your right hand a few inches above your left hand.  Take a look at the 
shadow cast by your finger.  A hard shadow indicates you have hard light condi-
tions, a soft shadow means that the lighting is soft.

Hard Light -->

<-- Soft Light

Focus your work: In order to ensure your images are sharp, make sure you know how to focus your camera.   Digital 
cameras with auto focus are often difficult to focus precisely, especially when shooting small objects.  Read your owner’s 
manual and be sure you understand how your camera’s auto focus operates. Most digital cameras are designed to eas-
ily focus on large objects but have difficulty on small subjects. It is often useful to put your camera in spot focus mode.  
Spot focus will give you more control over what part of a scene the camera is actually focusing on.



Use a tripod: even the slightest movement while taking a picture 
will cause motion blur.  The closer you get to an object the more 
obvious the motion blur becomes. Even an inexpensive tripod will 
make a big difference in the sharpness of your images. For really 
sharp images it makes sense to invest in a good, sturdy tripod. If 
your camera has a remote shutter release then use it, if not then 
use the camera’s built-in timer to minimize camera shake.

Apature Priority Mode: To get the largest area of your subject in focus put your 
camera in aperture priority mode and set the aperture to the highest number 
possible. The closer you get to your subject the more important this becomes.

Editing: Use image editing software. Even inexpensive software like Photoshop 
Elements™ can make your product photography much easier. It may seem like it’s 
faster to use an image exactly as it was shot.  But in reality, it is difficult to shoot an 
image precisely how you would like it to appear in it’s final form.  Image editing 
software allows you to crop an image, adjust it’s exposure, sharpen the image and 
then resize it, often in less than 60 seconds.  



Shoot in RAW format
Make sure your camera is set to shoot in RAW. This will give the best image and allow for the best editing.

Digital Tips!

White balancing->Photoshop
You want to open the photo in Camera RAW. to do this use your Mini bridge, find the photo your looking for and right 
click. Select “Open in Camera RAW”. There are multiple options for completing this task.
1.You can do an Auto white balance adjustment in the dropdown menu that is currently labeled “as shot”. Make small 
adjustments as needed.
2. You can use the white balance tool that is found in the upper left corner of your screen. Select the tool then find some-
thing within the picture that is supposed to be white or light gray. Use your white balance tool to click on this area. Make 
small adjustments as needed.

Backgrounds
Clean backgrounds are important in this process and it is best/easiest if you can shoot with the appropriate background. 
But, this is not always possable. You can remove backrounds in Photoshop with a little work and some time. This takes 
practice to make it look good.
Here is a 15 minute tutorial on the best way to make this really look good.
http://tv.adobe.com/watch/creative-suite-podcast-photographers/how-to-remove-a-background-from-an-image-in-photoshop-cs5/


